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A brief history of O.L.V. Market Harborough

Below: Neu Roman

Catholic Church,

Presbytery and School

Ro o m, Market Harb orough;

Mr. C.G. Wray Architect
1876.

The main features of the

church are re co gni s abl e,

but the grand design of the

presbytery must have been

financially curtailed. The

school room, seen here had
an addition buib at the

rear in 1910

Bottom Right: O.L.V. as it
k today 2006.

Foreword

On the occasion of the new extensions to Our Lady of Victories
Church and the modernising of the Presbytery,l have been

asked by Canon Owen O'Neill to bring up to date the history of
the parish - from Penal Days to the present day (2005). It is
hoped that it will serve as a souvenir of the events now
happening in the Parish and that it will also proyide
information for future generations to come. Use has been

made of information collected and stored in the parish archives,

reminiscences of parishioners and extracts from local

newpapers plus extracts from the County archives and the

archives of the Market Harborough Museum. As an

addendum, notes are appended on the Penal Laws affecting

Roman Catholics from the Reformation up to the Relief Acts of
7778 and 1791, the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829 as well
as a chronological list of Parish Priests and Curates who have

served our parish so well over all the years.

It only remains to us, the parishioners of the present day,

stimulated by the efforts and example of those who have

preceded us, to continue the good work and add more chapters

to the history of our parish.

"We shall continue to work under the patronage of Our Lady of
Victories to the greater glory of God." (Quoted from the

foreword of the booklet commemorating the 75th anniversary

of the building of the church.
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A brief history of O.L.V. Market Harborough

It is widely supposed that during the

Reformation under Henry VIII and

Elizabeth I our forefathers became

members of the Church of England

overnight. For many reasons, which are

detailed later, that may have been so, but
in the East Midlands the Faith was still
preserved quietly and secretly during
penal times.

In 1734 Father John Clarkson O.P. came

to Aston Flamville Hall as a chaplain to
Carrington Francis Tlrrville. In 1746 Mr.
Tirrville left England for Brussels and

sold up the Hall leaving t5,000 to the

Dominican Order on condition that a

priest be appointed to the Aston Mission
at 130.00 per annum. His benefaction

made the return of Catholicism to
Leicester possible.

At this time,1746, Father )ohn as an

active missionary priest was charged with
the district stretching from Coventry to
Leicester. It was in this year that he

established a Mass centre in the house of
lohn Beaumont Byerley lunior at

Belgrave in the City of Leicester. Before

Father John came to Leicester, the few

faithful depended, for the sacraments, on
the occasional visit of priests passing

through Leicester. Sometimes when the

opportunity offered, the people came to
houses of catholic gentry nearby who
might have a chaplain.

Among the recusant families of
Leicestershire besides the Tirrvilles of
Aston Flavell were the Carringtons and

the Fortesques. Francis Turville's
mother was a Fortesque of Husbands

Bosworth a family which had given a

martyr to the Church in the person of
Blessed Adrian Fortesque during the

t 'LrY

reign of Henry VIII. In the booklet
'The return to Catholicism 1746-1946

Leicester'by Iohn William Kimberlin it is
recorded that from 1746 Aston Flavell

and Nevill Holt were never again without
a permanent chaplain as was Old Dalby
Hall, which the Dominicans served.

From the booklet it appears that at

Leicester-Belgrave was the resident

chaplain and he would, from time to
time, serve this recusant families. It goes

on to say that at times he could only
come to them once a month for Mass,

but they would no longer be left without
the succour of a priest in serious illness

or death, despite the long walk of 12

miles from Leicester to Aston Flavell.

Later on, when times became less severe

in fines, imprisonment, confiscation of
property and even death, these families

would have their own chaplain as at

Nevill Holt, Husbands Bosworth and

Aston Flavell. It is recorded that the

Ttrville Petre chaplain in Husbands

Bosworth had Mass said at Mrs. Porter's

house in Market Harborough in 1787

and the Dominicans from Leicester

supplied from 1825.

Above: Our Lady of
Victories Church, before

the Narthex was buih.

Courtesy of L.C.C.

Harborough Museum.
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Above: Anne Molau
(Nee Howett)
Mary Finlayson (Nee

Flint)
Michael Howett.

Photograph taken in
N.S.W Australia in 1996.

These are the descendents

of the Flint family, who

over the generations have

been great benefactors of
the parish c.f. history text.

It is noted that at this time Ann Flint and

her sons provided lodgings for a

Dominican Priest, Fr. Aloysius Dent who
had set up a Mass centre in one of their
cottages in Angel Row in 1849. The real

founder of the parish was Fr.N. Malvoisin
who opened a permanent Mass centre
here in 1856. He celebrated Mass in
private houses and in the loft in Angel
Row. In the fullness of time he was

succeeded by Fr. Edmund (1868-1870)

and he in turn by Fr. Buckley (1870-

1872) from Leicester. (An elderly
parishioner recounts in 2004 that her
grandfather as a young man with his wife
and children used to walk from Fleckney

to hear Mass in the chapel in Angel Row,

she also recalls that they used to eat their
sandwiches on the way home).
With the passing of the Catholic Relief
Acts of 1778 and 1791 together with the
Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829,

Catholic priests could openly build
churches and say Mass. From the parish
records it is noted, during that time
'between 1772 and 1854 some 95

children were baptised by the Catholic

Priests at Nevill Holt.' ( The old
baptismal registers for Nevill Holt are

now kept at Holy Cross Priory, Leicester).

The records of that family showed that
even in the early 19th century families

came from as far afield as Stamford,
Kettering, Uppingham and Market
Harborough to hear Mass and receive the

Sacraments. At Nevill Holy Among those

listed was William Flint who owned the

Angel Hotel in Market Harborough.
Mr.Iohn Harwood Hill, in an article on

Market Harborough, records in 1875,

that Mass was being said in a chapel in a

loft in Angel Row every alternate Sunday

by a priest from Leicester. "There the

good people of the Faith gathered

together under Father N.Malvoisin, who
came to Market Harborough as parish

priest in 1856 and stayed for twelve years

enriching his congregation with his

knowledge and teaching"

In 1872 Fr. RichardVandepitte was

appointed the first resident priest. By

that time the parish was sufficiently
strong in numbers to support a

permanent church.

In the Will of Christina Nevill of Nevill
Holt, a legacy was given into the care of
William Flint for the sole purpose of
building a Catholic Church in Market
Harborough as soon as there were

enough Catholics to warrant it. That
became possible in 1876 on the land
given generously by |ames Flint and

Family. In parentheses he owned the
Angel Hotel
on the High Street, and also the feedmill
and brewery which stood on the corner
of Fairfield Road and has recently (2003)

been converted into flats, now named
The Maltings.
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