
Sunday 29 November 2020 

Liturgical Colour: Violet. 

Readings at Mass 

____________________ 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Cf. Ps 24: 1-3 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 

Nor let my enemies exult over me; 

and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 

 

____________________ 

 

Collect 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 

the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 

with righteous deeds at his coming, 

so that, gathered at his right hand, 

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

____________________ 

 

First reading 

Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8 

O that you would tear the heavens open and come down 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 

‘Our Redeemer’ is your ancient name. 

Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways 

and harden our hearts against fearing you? 

Return, for the sake of your servants, 

the tribes of your inheritance. 

Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down! 

– at your Presence the mountains would melt. 

No ear has heard, 

no eye has seen 

any god but you act like this 

for those who trust him. 

You guide those who act with integrity 

and keep your ways in mind. 



You were angry when we were sinners; 

we had long been rebels against you. 

We were all like men unclean, 

all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. 

We have all withered like leaves 

and our sins blew us away like the wind. 

No one invoked your name 

or roused himself to catch hold of you. 

For you hid your face from us 

and gave us up to the power of our sins. 

And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 

we the clay, you the potter, 

we are all the work of your hand. 

 

Commentary 

Each Advent Sunday begins with a reading from Isaiah, for Isaiah is the great prophet of the 

Messiah. This reading is taken from the latest part of the Book of Isaiah. After the return to 

Jerusalem from exile in Babylon the Jews were passionately awaiting the coming of the Messiah. 

They were conscious that they had sinned and deserved their punishment, but still longed 

for the liberation from foreign interference which the Messiah would bring. After the coming 

of Christ we are in much the same position of waiting for the fulfilment of the sovereignty or 

kingship of God. Jesus brought the pledge of this kingship by his miracles of healing, his welcome 

to sinners, his teaching about the Kingdom, and above all by his Resurrection from the dead. We 

no longer have any reason to fear death. We are conscious of our own failings, of our co-

operation with evil, and long for the strength and fidelity which whole-hearted membership 

of God’s Kingdom would bring us. How do I need to change to become a fully committed 

member of God’s Kingdom, to welcome the Messiah into my life? 

 

HW 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 

God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help. 

God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. 

God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 



May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again; 

give us life that we may call upon your name. 

God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

____________________ 

 

Second reading 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 · 

We are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him 

that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the 

witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the 

gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will 

keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because 

God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 

 

Commentary 

This reading from the opening of Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians is full of the excitement of 

the Spirit. The young community of Christians at Corinth was full of the activity of the Holy Spirit, 

not just extraordinary things like speaking in tongues, but healing and teaching and guidance. Even 

being a good member of a family (husband, wife, parent, child) is an activity guided by the Spirit. 

All this was preparing for the final coming of Christ, for all Christian activity, no matter how 

humdrum, is given life and vitality by the Spirit of Christ. There was a freshness and enthusiasm 

which is sometimes lacking in our Church today. Paul does not hesitate to tell them that they were 

‘richly endowed with the Spirit’. So, of course, are we. But he is going to go on and tell them that 

their squabbling is damaging their service of the Lord. Let us ask at Christmas for a new infusion 

of the Spirit which will help us to burst the bonds which keep us back from full service to the Lord. 

 

HW 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Ps84:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

Alleluia! 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel 

Mark 13:33-37 



If he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time 

will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, 

each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you 

do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he 

comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’ 

 

Commentary 

This brief parable of the master returning unexpectedly is typical of Jesus’ vivid way of 

speaking. The message is typical, too, for Jesus was constantly stressing that there is no time 

to lose. In the gospel of Mark especially there is a feeling of hurry: in chapter one alone there 

are 14 instances of ‘immediately’! When Jesus came in his earthly ministry he again and again 

challenged his hearers to make up their minds NOW, to change their ways NOW. He challenges 

us to do the same. We can hear the rattle of the returning Master’s key in the lock. There is 

no time to hide the contrabands, to pull our uniforms straight before greeting the Master at his 

entry. Even if we do not think that the world’s end is imminent, even if death is not threatening, 

every moment counts, every decision is for or against Jesus. Saints are rumoured to have said that, 

if they received the news that they were to die that night, they would carry on doing what they 

were doing anyway. 

Is this really a Christian attitude? If we need to put things a bit more in order to prepare for the 

Lord’s coming, is there any valid reason to delay? The four weeks of Advent are anyway a good 

time to clean things up for the Lord’s coming. 

 

HW 

____________________ 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make, 

gathered from among your gifts to us, 

and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below 

gain for us the prize of eternal redemption. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

____________________ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Ps 84: 13 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

 

____________________ 

 

For practical reasons, the readings at Mass are relatively short while the First Readings in the 

Office of Readings are longer. Here, for your private study, are passages from the Office of 

Readings that contain the readings you have just heard at Mass. 

1 Corinthians 1:1-17 



Divisions among the faithful 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the 

church of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place 

among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less 

than ours. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.  

I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him 

that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the 

witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts 

of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you 

steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by 

calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.  

All the same, I do appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the 

differences between you, and instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your 

belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear 

that there are serious differences among you. What I mean are all these slogans that you have, like: 

‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been parcelled 

out? Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? I am thankful 

that I never baptised any of you after Crispus and Gaius so none of you can say he was baptised in 

my name. Then there was the family of Stephanas, of course, that I baptised too, but no one else 

as far as I can remember.  

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the 

terms of philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. 
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