
I AM MOST GRATEFUL TO A PARISHIONER FOR THE FOLLOWING REFLECTION ON 
TO-DAY’S READINGS. 

 
Two women teach us about Jesus and Lazarus is raised from the dead 
This story commonly referred to as the raising of Lazarus is not so much about him as about 
Martha and Mary, his sisters, who each in their own unique way take us deeply into the mys-
tery of who Jesus is.  
Jesus receives a message from his friends Martha and Mary that Lazarus is ill. These are his 
friends, not his disciples, with whom he enjoyed a deep friendship. Jesus needed down time. 
At home in their house he could relax, he was welcomed for who he was, not for what he did.  
His response is shocking: he does not rush off to be with them but appears to procrastinate. 
Two days later, and at some risk because the Judeans were seeking to stone him, Jesus 
travels to Bethany where his friends live. On arrival, he is told that Lazarus has been dead 
four days. We can imagine the impact of this news on Jesus and how heart-broken Martha 
and Mary are.  
Martha demonstrates a profound awareness of who Jesus is whilst at the same time telling 
him in no uncertain terms had he been there her brother would not have died. ‘But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him’. She proclaims her faith in Jesus’  ‘the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world’ in response to his invitation to accept 
him as ‘the resurrection and the life.” 
Mary also reproaches Jesus for not being there when they needed him. Deeply moved by her 
tears and those of some Judeans, he weeps.  Then Jesus approaches the tomb demanding 
that the stone is lifted up. Ignoring Martha’s objection that there will be a stench, he prays to 
the Father ‘I thank you for having heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I have said 
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
There is so much here for us to learn about Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God in this Gos-
pel. 
St Ignatius of Loyola, in his Spiritual Exercises, suggests that when reading or listening to a 
Gospel story we should try to put ourselves in the place of each character and imagine how 
we would feel in those circumstances.  
 
Can I try to put myself in the place of Martha or Mary grieving for their brother, perplexed by 
their friend’s delay in responding to them, proclaiming their faith in Jesus, seeing their brother 
return to life? 
 
Can I try to put myself in the place of Lazarus? Lying cold in the tomb, I am dead to everything 
and then I hear a voice: ‘Come out, Lazarus.’ There I am, swathed in bandages, surrounded 
by darkness. What is our equivalent to his tomb, here and now? 
 
A close encounter with death can shock us into appreciating life. A loss or bereavement 
shows again what makes life worth living. Perhaps even the oppressive nearness of COVID-
19 has made us re-assess our priorities and renew our trust in divine providence as Mary and 
Martha did. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
How events have changed in the last few days. I wrote to you last week telling you that the 
Church was open for private visits, for a little time of quiet,  an opportunity to light a candle 
etc. Now however, I have to tell you, as no doubt you will already know, that all Church doors 
are locked. Putting that notice up on Tuesday morning last at 8 a.m., was a moment of great 
sadness and sorrow indeed, but we all know, it has to be. Let’s hope and pray that it is not for 
too long. 
This past week for me, and I’m sure for you, has been a very strange kind of week. 
“Chuntering at the bit” as the saying goes,, wanting to visit the sick, the elderly and the house 
bound, but being unable to do so, was, to put it mildly, very frustrating.  
On a very positive side, I have been humbled by the many phone calls, emails, texts etc. I 
have received from many Parishioners, enquiring about my own wellbeing, telling me they 
were thinking about me, and praying for me. Some of the messages almost brought me to 
tears. How very grateful I am to each and every one of you, for your concern for me. I recipro-
cate with my good wishes, prayers and concern for each one of you.  
Let us continue to pray for each other, to pray for all we love and all who love us, for the com-
munity of Market Harborough, for peoples of all faiths and none at this time. Let us remember 
especially all victims of the Coronavirus, all in the front line of healing, caring and sharing, all 
who are trying to control the spread of this nasty virus, and all who are desperately searching 
for a cure, to treat and heal, all victims, at this time. Let us put our hands into the hands of the 
Lord, as we invite Him to hold our hands in His as we pray “ Lord keep us safe in your love. 
Give us healing at this time of need. We hear you say “Do not be afraid, know that I am 
with you; have courage.” 
I have received many calls from Parishioners over this past week offering to help the house-
bound with shopping and in any way they can. Thanks to all of you for these offers of kind-
ness, care and concern. If I hear of anybody wanting help, I will contact you, and take up your 
kind offer. 
Meanwhile, look after yourselves, look after each other, and continue to pray for one another, 
observing and putting into practice what our Government and Health Authorities are asking us 
to do. 
As recommended by our Bishop Patrick, all the Priests of the Diocese will be celebrating 
Mass privately each day, holding all our Parishioners in union, and in communion, with the 
Lord, and with each other.  
      Continued overleaf…... 

 
29 March 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  Market Harborough 



Continued from front page….. 
I recommend the following Spiritual Communion prayer to be said each day by all of you. I learnt as a young man, and 
have recited it many times since. “Dear Lord, since I am unable to receive you in Holy Communion this day, come 
at least spiritually into my heart and soul, so that I may be one with you, and you be one with me. Let me live 
with you, in you, and for you, this day and every day. Amen”. 
Have a good week, a safe week, and look out for each other. 
God bless you all. 
Fr. Owen 

INFORMATION: Many Churches in England and in Ireland are now streaming Mass live, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Morning and Evening Prayer, Rosary etc. Just go into Google, type in Church services. 
TV. and take your pick of a great number of Churches. It is a way of simply keeping in touch with the Lord, 
reflecting on your own spiritual journey, and praying for others. 

A FEW PRAYERS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO SAY DAILY 
1, God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to 
know the difference. 
 
2, Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 
Christ be within me, Christ be below me, Christ be above me, never to part. 
 
Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, Christ in my rising, light of my life. 
 
Christ be in all hearts, thinking about me. Christ be in all tongues telling of me. 
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, in ears that hear me, Christ ever be. 
 
3. A PRAYER AT THE END OF THE DAY: Lord, may you support us all the day long, till the shadows lengthen, and 
evening falls, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done, then in you mercy, Lord, 
grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at last. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE DOWRY OF MARY: As I wrote in the Newsletter a few weeks ago, this Sunday, March 29th. was to be a rededica-
tion of England, to the care and protection and intercession of our Blessed Lady, a public celebration in Walsingham, 
recalling the history of Our Lady and her place in the English Church over the centuries. Obviously the Coronavirus 
pandemic has overtaken all such celebrations and rededication. I’m sure we will be informed in time of a further celebra-
tion, when the time is right. 

OUR MASS READINGS THIS SUNDAY – the 5th week in Lent, are as follows:  
The 1st. Reading from the Old Testament, from the Prophet Ezekiel Ch. 37. v. 12 – 24.  tell us that the exile to Babylon is described in terms o
 and spiritual renewal. 
The 2nd. Reading is from the New Testament, from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans Ch. 8 .  v. 8 – 11. tells us that it was the Spirit who raised J
Our Gospel Reading is from St. John Ch. 11. v. 1 – 45. tells us that by raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus shows that he is Lord of life and death.
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. was to be a rededica-
tion of England, to the care and protection and intercession of our Blessed Lady, a public celebration in Walsingham, 
recalling the history of Our Lady and her place in the English Church over the centuries. Obviously the Coronavirus 
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24.  tell us that the exile to Babylon is described in terms of death. Their return home is described in terms of resurrection 

11. tells us that it was the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. Now that same Spirit lives in us. 
. tells us that by raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus shows that he is Lord of life and death. 


