
 

HOW OUR PAST CATCHES UP WITH US!! This week I received two special emails. The 
first was from a lady named Emma, who when sending her email hoped she had the right 
person. Emma and her 3 sisters lived with her mother, a one parent family in the Parish of Our 
Lady of Lincoln in Lincoln when I was there. The 4 girls were very young. I watched them 
grow during my 9 years in Lincoln. I never had any contact with the family since I left Lincoln. 
Apparently they left Lincoln and moved north when Mum remarried. Mum sadly died 5 years 
ago at the tender age of 54. Emma is now married and has 4 children of her own. Her pur-
pose in contacting me was she wrote “to thank me for the help I gave her Mum and the 4 little 
children” as they were then. I was greatly touched by this email. I can’t recall me doing any-
thing above and beyond what any Parish Priest would have done. But whatever it was, it is 
very obvious that it was greatly appreciated and after all those years Emma wanted to contact 
me to express that appreciation. I suppose the moral of the story is that folks always appreci-
ate an act of kindness, and although they may not thank you at the time, they never forget the 
kindness shown to them and for them. That email prompted me to thank God for having used 
me when kindness and support was most needed. 
The 2nd. email from a Parishioner, who obviously listens very carefully at Mass to what I try to 
preach, wrote that when looking through her note book she found the following  entry  : “Fr. 
Owen, Ascension Thursday, May 30th. 2019. 
After conducting a service at Great Glen Crematorium, he met 2 couples approaching 
for the next service. One lady asked directions for the toilet. Then one of the men said 
“look at the sky”. Then he said “whenever I come to a funeral I look at the sky and think 
– they have gone from our sight but we have not gone from theirs”. Fr. Owen then gave 
a meaningful homily on the Ascension – Christ gone from our sight, but still with us. 
Thank you dear Parishioner. I feel my head swelling already…I’m saying and singing “Lord it 
is hard to be humble!!!!!!!!!!!!! A good email post this week!!!!!!!!. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY NATIONALROSARY RALLY:  We are being asked to take part in a 
Pentecost Sunday Rosary Rally  on Sunday May 31st (9.00am-9.00pm). The Diocese of Not-
tingham’s Rosary Hour time is 10am. All that is involved is that we pray the Rosary during our 
allocated hour. This recommendation has come from the Diocese and is in fact a National 
recommendation, with a particular hour allocated to each Diocese. 

JOB VACANCY 
Director of Communications. The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of 
Communications to work with the Bishop of Nottingham and the Parishes, Chaplaincies and 
Schools of the Diocese to lead the development and implementation of an effective communi-
cations framework across the Diocese, promoting the Diocesan Vision and Mission and the 
three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship. This would suit a com-
mitted Catholic with a strong track record in communications; an experienced media profes-
sional (or journalist) who has recently been involved in leading communications in a dispersed 
organisation. Salary: £45,000 - £50,000 dependent on qualifications and experience. For 
more information and an application pack 
email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk Closing date 22 June 2020. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
Another week has gone. Another week has begun. I hope and pray you are all well, and cop-
ing with the current situation as best you can. Above all, I hope you and all your loved ones 
are well, and managing your daily life, whether you are still in complete lockdown, whether 
you are enjoying the limited freedoms, or whether you are working from home, or in your nor-
mal place of work, whatever you situation, I hope you are safe and happy, and coping well. All 
is well with me, though obviously desperately keen to be able to do some kind of pastoral 
work and ministry. However like everybody else, I must be patient and do as we are being 
asked to do for the wellbeing of all. 
Ascension Day, last Thursday, has passed us by unnoticed. Ironically in recent years, as you 
know, the Ascension was celebrated on the nearest Sunday. This year however, as a result of 
the Hierarchy’s consultation last year, the feast was restored to Ascension Thursday, and 
would have been celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation on Thursday last, but it wasn’t to be. 
The Ascension of the Risen Lord into Heaven, 40 days after his Resurrection, is of course an 
essential core doctrine of our Christian faith. The Lord was simply fulfilling what he said he 
would do, saying “that he would not leave us orphans, that he would send the Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete”. That of course he did do, and which we will celebrate next Sunday May 31st. Pen-
tecost Sunday. Our liturgy each year gently guides us through the great mysteries of our faith, 
celebrating the birth, the life, the death and Resurrection of the Lord himself, to the glory of 
the Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Those great mysteries are celebrated, not 
only in our own Catholic Church, but in every Christian Church of every denomination that 
proclaims the great mystery of the Blessed Trinity – One God, yet three persons in that one 
God – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
During this coming week, the Church will honour some well known Saints through the Liturgy. 
On Monday 25th. St. Bede the Venerable, died in 735. Great association with the monastery 
of Wearmouth in the north east of England. Lived all his monastic life there. Said to have 
never moved further than 50 miles from his monastery. Left a legacy of writing and spirituality 
to the Church for all time. Still a great love, devotion and honour for St. Bede, but especially 
so in the north east of England where Churches and schools are dedicated in his honour. 
On Tuesday 26th, the feast of St. Phillip Neri, will be celebrated. Born in Florence, was 
ordained a Priest. Spent a lot of his priestly ministry in Rome, founding the association of the 
Congregation of the Oratory”. Especially known and loved as a Confessor. Died in 1595. ( My 
Corny joke!!!! Who is the patron saint of Opticians ? Yes you guessed it …..St Phillip NE-
RI   …..near eye!!!!! ) 

Continued overleaf…. 



On Wed. 27th. St. Augustine of Canterbury is honoured. St. Augustine was sent to England 
by Pope St. Gregory the Great in the 6th. century to help evangelise England. He was accom-
panied by 30 other monks. Augustine arrived in Kent where he preached the Gospel to King 
Ethelbert. The king granted him permission to establish a community. Prior to this the Chris-
tian faith had arrived in England, but in a very disorganised fashion. Gregory help to organise 
the Church whilst reporting back to Rome of the baptism and  conversion 10,000 pagans. 
Augustine died in 604. 
Finally, just to let you know that you are held before the Lord every morning in the celebration 
of Mass, which I celebrate privately in my sitting room. As I have said in previous Newsletter, 
celebrating Mass without a congregation is somewhat unreal, but holding you all spiritually in 
union and communion with the Lord, does help immensely. Have a safe and happy week. 
God bless you all…. Fr. Owen 

ANGELA BAKER R.I.P. The death has occurred of Angela, better known to all as Dilly Baker. 
Up to approx. 3 years ago, Dilly was a regular at the 10 a.m. Sunday morning Mass, sitting in 
the 2nd./3rd. seat on the Lectern side of the Church. Sadly she was stricken with dementia and 
spent the last 3 years in Residential care. Fr. Owen saw her on many occasions, but she had 
no recognition of him. To Dilly’s husband, her family, grand children and great grandchildren, 
our deepest sympathy and prayers are offered. Her affectionate smile and gentle nature will 
be long remembered by all who knew her. May she now rest in peace, and smile in heaven 
with the Risen Lord, the Angels and the Saints.  

THANKS: Maggie Lane and her small working friends wish to express their great gratitude to 
all who have supported them, encouraged them and bought face masks from them. Their face 
masks have gone all over the British Isles, and hopefully are helping the recipients and wear-
ers, in their confidence and safety at this time. Maggie and her co- workers are still making 
face masks. Should you wish to have some, and they are washable, please contact Maggie 
direct on tel. no. 01858 461909. 

AMAZING: Your kindness and concern from me is truly amazing. The number of calls, emails, 
general enquiries etc. I have received, and continue to receive, about my wellbeing is truly 
amazing. Let me assure you that all is very well with me T.G., and D.V. will continue to be so. 
Thank you, one and all, for your love, concern and prayers for me. I can only repay you by 
continuing to hold you before the Lord each morning at Mass. We are all one, “one family – 
God’s family” around the table of the Lord at every Mass. 

APPRECIATION: Although I don’t like referring to it, I feel in conscience I must acknowledge 
the efforts so many of you are making, to keep up with your weekly giving to the Church. I 
know that many of you have gone out of your way to pop your weekly envelope through the 
Presbytery letter box. Many of you have sent in cheques to cover the Sundays you have been 
away. Many have said that they will make up for back collections on return. And of course the 
direct debits are always in our Parish account. As I have said, I don’t like to refer to money 
matters, but feel obliged to acknowledge your generosity, your support, responsibility and 
accountability. So grateful, so appreciative to all of you at this time. Thank you all so very, 
very much. 

SURPRISE: SURPRISE: SURPRISE:  I received a letter in the post this past week, well not 
so much a letter per se, but a Newsletter from the Methodist Church in Kibworth. The Editor is 
a special friend of some of us here in this parish, a kind, endearing, a talented musician, and 
a real gentleman. He had obviously looked at our website and begins his reference to our 
website as follows: “An extract from a recent pastoral letter from Father Owen O’Neill, the 
Roman Catholic Priest whose decades at Our Lady of Victories in Market Harborough are 
soon ending (retirement in autumn”. Thank you dear Roger. You are so welcome to any refer-
ence or quote of mine. I was really flattered. You gave me a little chuckle with the use of your 
words “pastoral letter”. I hope our Bishop doesn’t hear or read that. In our Church and tradi-
tion, only the Bishop writes “pastoral letters”. The rest of us write Newsletters. So Roger, 
thank you for the elevation – Episcopal status – never thought I would reach such 
heights !!!!!!. Bless you Roger and thank you. 

MASS INTs. for this week (in no particular order) The Parishioners; In thanksgiving for Gill’s 
80th. birthday; God’s onward blessings and care for Maria; Walter, Emilia and Stefania Fial-
kowski R.I.P.; Private int. G.B. and family; Maureen Hall R.I.P.; Personal int.  

“A LIITLE BIT OF LOVING AND CARESSING”.  Over last week end, having met with a Pa-
rishioner, I remarked to her how clean and tidy our Church was looking on the outside, but 
that I felt it needed a “little loving and caressing” on the inside.. It was beginning to look dusty. 
untidy, lots of dead butterflies around, no sparkle in it. She and a friend, another Parishioner, 
said that with my permission, they would clean it. During this past week they gave the Church 
a right  “going over”, dusting, cleaning. polishing and picking up countless dead butterflies. 
They also arranged some flowers around the Tabernacle and in front of Our Lady’s statue. 
Before long it looked beautiful, sparkling welcoming. I could imagine the Lord himself in the 
Tabernacle saying “thank you”. And also saying to us “I hope you will be able to come and see 
me again before long”. And that of course is the hope, the prayer, the wish of all of us. We 
want to see our spiritual home open for us to visit as soon as possible. Of course we have no 
idea when. How long is a piece of string!!!!.When the Church is open, and when we will be 
able to celebrate public Masses again, we will of course, have to abide with social distancing. 
This of course will limit the numbers attending each Mass. What our limit will be we don’t know 
yet. This will have to be worked out. I’m, sure we will be given guidelines and directives from 
the Diocese when the time comes. We will have to abide by these at all times, and do our best 
to be practical, patient and above all, kind and understanding to, for, and with each other.. 
More on this in the future when info. is available to us. 

LACY PRESENTS 'Via Lucis' Stations of Light :  THE FOURTEEN HAPPENINGS STA-
TIONS TO PENTECOST FROM REFLECTING THE RESURRECTION ON ALL 31 May 2020 
| Pentecost 4.00pm | Meeting by using Zoom. An opportunity to come together in this lock-
down time to pray and reflect on the light of our Faith! An exciting period of time! Invitation to 
all to join us via Zoom ID 775 4342 5527. Contact us by email for the password: paul-
inepayne@hotmail.co.uk All under 18 years of age should ask parents to be in touch  
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING THIS WITH YOU  


