
FROM THE HARBOROUGH MAIL WEBSITE: 

 

Meanwhile, Father Owen O’Neill, the parish priest at Harborough’s 
Our Lady of Victories, told the Mail: “I can now confirm that as from 

Friday evening, March 20th all public services in the Catholic 
Church will cease to be celebrated throughout the entire country. 

“We will, however, be keeping our churches open for private visits 
and prayer for anybody wishing to do so. 

”The churchman called on his worshippers to pray for everyone hit 
by the coronavirus – medical and caring staff as well as victims. 

“All Church members are encouraged to spend some time in their 
own homes in praying for all victims of the virus, for the medical 
and caring staff and for all who are striving to find a cure for this 

virus,” said Father O’Neill. 

“We join our prayers to those of our fellow Christians locally and 
nationally, and indeed with peoples of all faiths and none, for a 

successful outcome and conclusion to rid all peoples and nations 
of this coronavirus.” 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR CHURCH WILL BE 
OPEN DAILY FOR THE USUAL OPENING 

HOURS, FOR PRIVATE VISITS, TIME FOR PRAY-
ER OR TO LIGHT A CANDLE. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND KEEP  
YOU SAFE FROM ALL HARM. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
Since I started to prepare our weekly newsletter, events have moved quickly, which will 
impact on all of us. I have printed below, a summary of the communication we have 
received from the Bishops of England and Wales. The biggest impact is, of course, the 
cessation of all public services in our churches until further notice. This means no 
public Masses, no funeral Masses, no weddings, no Baptisms, possible postponement 
of First Holy Communion and Confirmation dates. If Baptism and Weddings cannot be 
postponed, only immediate families will be permitted to attend. 
Fr Owen himself must now take the necessary recommendation to protect himself from 
this worrying virus. Because of my age, 80 next birthday, I am in the vulnerable catego-
ry and so must curtail and restrict my parish activities and pastoral visits. Furthermore, 
because I have a pacemaker and some other medical issues, I must adhere and imple-
ment the necessary recommendations to those with underlying health issues. So 
whilst I may not be visiting  the sick, elderly and housebound, I will be in contact with 
you via the telephone and any other social media available to you. I will not be seeing 
people who randomly ring the doorbell. I will respond to prior arranged phone calls. I 
will however do my utmost to respond to essential calls when the Sacrament of the 
Sick might have to be administered. 
Fr Owen will be celebrating Mass privately everyday keeping the parish in union and 
spiritual communion with the Lord and with one another. 
Because of the situation, Mass intentions requested for particular dates and occasions 
cannot now be publically fulfilled. Fr Owen must by himself, or by his request to anoth-
er priest, both morally and legally, fulfil all Mass intentions given to him. I have passed 
a number of requests on to another priest to fulfil, as the wait for me personally to do 
so would be too long. So if you don’t see your request published in the Newsletter, be 
assured it is being fulfilled. This week Fr Owen hopes to fulfil the following intentions - 
not in any particular order: 

The Parishioners 
A Private Intention (Is.) 

Paddy Cotter R.I.P. 
Emilia Fialkowska R.I.P. 
Mary Cunningham R.I.P. 

Helen Murphy R.I.P. 
Annemarie Doran R.I.P. 

BLESS YOU ALL: KEEP SAFE: LOOK AFTER EACH OTHER. 

22nd March 2020 
Week   4th of Lent 

Psalter Week  4 

Market Harborough 



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON: As I prepare this Newsletter, an email has come through from 
the Sectary of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales informing us that all 
public liturgies in England and Wales are to cease from this Friday evening, March 20th. The 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation is removed until further 
notice. Celebration of  First Holy communion and Confirmation should be deferred until such a 
time that allows for families and friends to gather safely. Marriages should be restricted to the 
bride and groom and immediate family only. 
There must be great pastoral sensitivity to funerals. The funeral service should take place at 
the graveside or Crematorium, subject to conditions imposed by the cemetery or crematorium 
authorities. Arrangements should be made for Mass to be celebrated in memoriam, when 
congregations are allowed to gather, Fr Owen will be saying Mass privately on a daily basis, 
holding the parish in a spiritual union, and praying for God’s blessing and protection on all. 

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCE are offered to Sue Grant and her husband, on 
the recent death of Sue’s sister. May God comfort you Sue on your loss. May your 
faith and hope be your strength ad consolation. May your dear sister be given a mer-
ciful welcome to her new way of life in the company of the Risen Lord with the angels 
and saints. 

FURTHER PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCE are offered to Eileen and Bill Hill and to 
all their family members on the unexpected death of Eileen’s brother, David, on Sun-
day morning last. Another link in the Burbidge family chain has been broken, but that 
link has been united with family members who have predeceased David. Our faith, 
based on, built on and lived on God’s own assurance to us of new life after death. We 
pray now that David is experiencing that new way of life, that God has given him a  
merciful welcome and that he is reunited again with those of his loved ones who have 
gone before him. 

IS IT A GENTLE REMINDER TO US? At this time with the Coronavirus spreading to 
so many parts of our lovely planet, maybe it is a gentle reminder to us that we are not 
totally in charge. We like to think that we are in control of all things, in all ways, with-
out any reliance on God or divine presence or intervention. So many people have 
now rejected God  or his presence. Maybe at a time like this, we should remind our-
selves that we are not in control.  

A SPECIAL TIME FOR CARING AND SHARING! Many of our elderly parishioners 
and folks with underlying health issues, and indeed many folks in our general com-
munity will have been forced to take self isolation at this time. We must be aware of 
them and make every effort to reach our to them with care and love in action. If physi-
cal presence is not required, a telephone call or any social media call, will I’m sure be 
much appreciated by all. BE THERE FOR THEM at this  anxious time for everybody. 

FOR ALL OUR OWR HOUSEBOUND AND ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION FROM OUR EUCHARISTIC MINSTERS - Please note 
that you will not be receiving communion on a regular basis or on the frequency level that you 
had, during the coming weeks. Our Ministers will keep in contact with you on a regular basis 
with a phone call. Fr Owen hopes to do likewise for you. If there is absolute necessity, Fr 
Owen will do his best to call to you, and to administer the Sacrament to you. 

FOR YOUR GUIDANCE RE: MASS ON SOCIAL MEDIA               from a Parishioner 
1. I received an email with the above subject line from the CTS today and it started me 

wondering if you are likely to be putting any information on OLV website.  If so, I hope 
you find some of the following helpful. 

2. Live Masses online or TV: Sky Channel 588, EWTN.  Morning mass from USA, UK 
time Live 1.00 pm. repeats 6.00 p.m. and 11.00 p.m. 

3. Walsingham National Shrine (walsingham.org.uk/home). 12.00 noon. Click Live 
Stream, then click the Start arrow. 

4. A church I have attended in London, Corpus Christi Church, Maiden Lane, Covent 
Garden will be live-streaming masses via Facebook:  fb.com/corpuschristimaidenlane 

5. Websites recommended in the CTS email: 
6. Live Mass (livemass.net) 
7. They also recommend the Universalis app, to keep up with the Readings for the day, 

as well as follow the complete mass, £10.99 from Play Store for Android or App Store 
for Apple (iPhone) 

BISHOP PATRICK WRITES: Extract from his letter to the clergy: 
For my part, I will ensure that this letter is put on the diocese website and on my Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. I have also created a YouTube channel, so that during this time Mass 
and other devotions will be live-streamed from the chapel at Bishop’s House. this can be 
found by searching for ‘Bishop Patrick McKinney on YouTube and it will also be linked to my 
Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
I will be streaming Sunday Mass at 10am this coming Sunday, 22nd March and each 
Sunday during this period. Other devotions will be advertised on my social media channels. 
I invite you and your parishioners to join me this Friday evening, March 20th at 7pm for a 
half hour of Adoration, praying for all who are suffering or affected by this virus. I en-
courage you to share this with parishioners and on your own website/social media platforms 
as a small way of remaining united in prayer as we begin this time in the diocese without pub-
lic Masses. I know that the Cathedral is also planning to stream Masses and there may well 
be churches doing this in other parts of the diocese. 

THE LIVE LINK  to St Barnabas Church Nottingham is https://www.churchservices.tv/
nottinghamcathedral?
fbclid=IwAR3oip9dyr1x3jr2szOJZqhbOId0T4EOJXNz5dlJ6pN7a_cPhpqWom_bAu8 Bishop 

Patrick is celebrating Mass Sunday @ 10am and it is a live stream. 


