
TO-DAY’S GOSPEL IS FROM ST. JOHN  (Ch.20: v.19 – 31). 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, “Peace be with you”, and showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so am I sending you”. After saying this, he 
breathed on them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained”. 
Thomas called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. When the disciples said “We have seen the Lord,” he answered, “Unless I can 
see the holes the nails made in his hands, and I can put my finger into the holes they 
made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.” 

Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The 
doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. “Peace be with you” he 
said. The he spoke to Thomas, “Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me 
your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer, but believe”. Thomas replied “My Lord 
and my God”. Jesus said to him: “You believe because you can see me. Happy are 
those who have not seen and yet believe.” 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. THE 
GOSPEL OF THE LORD. 
 

Thought for the week from the Gospel story:“ Lord give me the faith to put my finger 
into the wounds in your hands, to put my hand into your side, to trust you, to love you, 
to live in you and with you, each and every day of my life, to shout from the roof top 
“My Lord and My God Alleluia”. 

.PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
(from Magnificat)   
 In faith, let us pray to Christ 
 our Saviour.            
Response: Redeem us, O 
Lord.                              
1. You are sin’s conqueror …R.                            
2. You are death’s destruction ..R                         
3. You are all hope realised…R                            
4. You are everlasting life …R.                             
(by Fr. O.)                                                              
5. You are love itself … R                                    
6. You are my Lord and my God…R                   
7. You are everlasting mercy  … R. 
8. You  are King of the Universe …R 

9. Now a moment for your personal ints. 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYER  

 
Risen Lord, rekindle the faith of your 
People, who so often, like Thomas  

Have doubts and fears. 
Risen Lord, invite them to walk with 
you, talk with you, to be inspired by 

you, and 
To hear you say, do not be afraid, 

Because I love you, I make this 
Prayer in the name of Jesus Christ 

My Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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19th April  2020 
2nd  Week of Easter 

 Psalter Week  2 
Market Harborough 

My dear Parishioners, 
My first wish and hope is, that you are all well and coping with current situations and condi-
tions. As I write those few lines, I am mindful that there are a few in our Parish who are not 
well from different illnesses, including recovery from the Coronavirus. You are very much in 
my thoughts and prayers at this time, as indeed are your anxious families. Those of you who 
are unwell for whatever source, please be assured of the comfort and support of the prayers 
of the entire Parish, and indeed the prayers of many far beyond the bounds of our parish. 
It has been a strange Easter, with no congregation present for the Liturgies leading up to 
Easter and beyond. Celebrating Mass on your own is in itself, a strange experience, but on a 
positive side, remembering that you were holding the parish, in a spiritual union and commun-
ion with the Lord, and with one another. I found great consolation in that spiritual togetherness 
and unity of faith and love, and although we were physically so far apart, we were one around 
the table of the Lord in faith, with faith and through faith. That in itself is such a consolation, 
and that is why we speak of the joy of our faith. How God has blessed us with such love. 
I have been bowled over by the many phone calls, emails, texts, Easter cards etc. I have re-
ceived from so many of you. It would be extremely difficult to respond to all individually, so 
from the bottom of my heart, a big, big, thank to each and every one of you, for your care, 
concern and love. Bless you all. You are truly wonderful. 
Many of you have been able to tune in to Masses and other acts of worship and prayer, being 
streamed every day to us during the lockdown. Whilst such streaming and availability of tech-
nology has, and will continue to be such a comfort for so many, it is of course very far from 
“the real thing” as we say. We all long for the ongoing union and communion with the Lord 
Himself in Holy Communion. Let’s hope and pray, that before too long (and I suppose at this 
stage God alone only knows), our Churches can be reopened, our real Mass and Sacraments 
can be celebrated, and that life in general can, and will return, to some kind of normality. 
Needless to say Baptisms and Marriages, that have been arranged for a long time, have had 
to be postponed. Funeral services are brief, either at the graveside or in the Crematorium. For 
committed Church members, this of course is so very sad, but has got to be, under the current 
situation. Many, I’m sure will have a Memoriam Mass, or some kind of remembrance service, 
arranged for them at a later date. It will be their loved ones opportunity, to say their fond fare-
wells in a proper and dignified way.  
I’m sure that you, like me, share the pain and sorrow in a very acute way, for families, who 
have not been able to be with their loved ones when dying, because of the Coronavirus. I 
think that is the saddest of all, but it has got to be.        Continued overleaf 



Our Government Cabinet members and their Medical Advisors, keep reminding us of the im-
portance of observing the regulations and guidelines currently in force, for the wellbeing and 
safety of all. We are also being told of little  “green shoots”, little signs of hope, in the fight 
against this awful virus. Hopefully that is so. We must have trust and confidence, in the advice 
and direction of those in charge. They too need our prayers, and the support of all of us, at 
this crucial and anxious time. 
Well that’s it for another week. Keep safe. Keep well. May God be with you all. 
Fr. Owen. 

GOD BLESS ALL THOSE WONDERFUL DOCTORS, NURSES, CARERS, CLEANERS, 
ALL THE MANY KEEPING OUR COUNTRY GOING, THE UNSUNG HEROES,  THE 
KNOWN AND THE UNKNOWN. So many have inspired us with commitment, dedication, 
inspiration, determination, and any other accolades that you can think of. Isn’t sad that 
we have to wait for a tragedy like this to acclaim the wondrous commitment, care and 
love of the many big hearted, committed people! It takes something like the present for 
all of us to acclaim the real heroes. We all know that the good deeds, kindnesses and 
devotion to the cause, by so many people daily, doesn’t really make the News Head-
lines or sell Newspapers. We are so used to seeing “Bad News Headlines”. Now so 
refreshing to read the “Real Good News” Headlines – the dedication of our wonderful 
N.H.S. workers…..God bless them all and keep them safe. 

FR. STEPHEN FOSTER. R.I.P.  It was with sadness that we were informed that Fr. Stephen 
Foster died in Derby Royal Infirmary on Easter Sunday morning. Fr. Stephen was known to 
many of you in this parish, because he was Parish Priest at St. Mary’s in St. Wigston for 12 
years, up to 2 years ago, when he had to retire due to ill health. He came out here to us on 
many occasions for Deanery Station Masses, Penitential Services, First Confessions and 
many other occasions as well. He was a good friend and support to me personally, always 
willing to help, whenever and however, he was required to do so. I’m not sure of his exact 
age, but I think he would have been approx. 72.  Two years ago, Fr. Stephen was diagnosed 
with rapid dementia. The Bishop retired him, and he was lovingly cared for at a Care Accom-
modation Home in Derby, owned by the Sisters of Mercy. Mass was celebrated in the Home 
every day so, the ethos of the Home was ideal for Fr. Stephen, and indeed other Priests and 
Religious requiring such dignified care and love. Now he has been called to his eternal Home, 
and what a lovely day the Lord called him – Easter Sunday. May Fr. Stephen now share in the 
eternal Priesthood of the Risen Lord in the company of the Angels and Saints. I presume his 
funeral service will be, as it was for Canon John Berry last week – either a graveside service 
or cremation, led by Bishop Patrick, who will be representing all the priests of the Diocese. A 
Concelebrated Memorial Mass will be celebrated for him later on, when we are allowed to do 
so. 

MASS INTENTIONS TO BE FULFILLED THIS WEEK  (in no particular order). 
The Parishioners; Pip Monk R.I.P. and dec.d members of the McMullin family; Pat Curran. 
R.I.P.; Marek Nowakowski R.I.P.; John Weldon R.I.P.; Bogush Nowakowski. R.I.P. (9th. an-
niv.); Helena Nowakowska R.I.P. 

FR. JOE McGOVERN R.I.P:  I commend the soul of Fr. Joe McGovern to God’s mercy and to 
your prayers. Fr. Joe died in hospital on Monday morning last. He was in his 90’s and had 
been retired for many years. His last appointment as parish Priest was at Narborough. Joe 
was a real gentleman, kind, compassionate, a gentle Pastor, a committed, dedicated Priest in 
the service of God and in his ministry to his people. Many, many people in the parishes in our 
Diocese where he served, will have fond and unforgettable memories of the love and gentle-
ness and compassion of Fr. Joe. Again, as with Priests who have died in recent weeks, Bish-
op Patrick, will I presume, minister at a short grave side or crematorium service, thus repre-
senting all the Priests of the Diocese. A Memoriam Concelebrated Mass will be celebrated at 
a later stage. As a matter of interest, Fr. Joe served as a priest in Nigeria for some 6 years, 
back in the late 60’s. /early 70s. How the tide has turned since then, when so many Priests 
from England, Ireland and elsewhere went out to Nigeria and other African countries as Mis-
sionaries. Now African Missionaries are coming to us. We have some 12 African Priests in our 
Diocese.  
By the way, Fr. Joe was the 6th. Priest in our Diocese to have died this year. All were retired. 
May they share in the eternal Priesthood of the Risen Lord. 

“I SAW MASS FROM ? ? ?”  The wonder of modern technology has allowed so many of you 
to see Mass on your Computer Screen, Tablet, Ipad, Smart phone or whatever – the wonder, 
the blessing (or some might say the curse) of modern times, to-day’s society. So many have 
said “I watched Mass” at the Vatican; from our own Cathedral; from Bishop Patrick’s private 
Chapel; from St. Joseph’s, Leicester; from Sacred Heart Leicester; from the parish we all went 
to Mass at, as a family when we were growing up; from here, there and everywhere!. How 
wonderful to have such a blessing and union with the Churches beautiful liturgy. But as you 
rightly said “I watched Mass”. Yes indeed … keeping us in touch with God, and a blessing 
indeed in our time of need. Hopefully, prayerfully, and eagerly, we will meet before too long, 
around the Table of the Lord. We will be there in person. We will hear his Word. We will re-
ceive Him in Holy Communion. We will be one with each other. We will be one with Him, 
as He will be one with us. What a special moment our “return first Holy Communion” 
will be for all, when we can truly say like St. Paul “I live, now not I, but Christ lives in me”. 

A CALL FOR YOUR GOOD WILL AND HELP: Dear Parishioners, as you are only too well 
aware, because our Church doors are currently closed, apart from those who contribute by 
direct debit, there is no income to the Church. I understand and appreciate only too well, the 
uncertainty of the future for many wage earners, for many families, and for future employment 
for many of you. I know you will do your best to continue your giving to your Church, for it’s 
ongoing upkeep and maintenance. For those of you who use Weekly Envelopes for your giv-
ing, please either pop your envelope through the Presbytery post box (it is secure) if you are 
passing by this way, or keep them to return, when it might be convenient and safe for you,  to 
do so. I know too that you will do your best to safe your Easter gifts (your Easter Offerings for 
Fr. Owen) for when, it is possible for you to get them to him, in whatever way, and however 
you possibly can. Thank you all, for your ongoing support, generosity, encouragement and 
love, for, and to your Church, to you beautiful gift of faith, and to me personally. 


