
 

.THE FOLLOWING IS BY A 15 year OLD  in a school in the State of Minnesota. (Fr. Ow-
en cannot vouch for its veracity or content) According to this, the Lord’s Prayer is not al-
lowed in most U.S. Public Schools any more 

NEW SCHOOL PRAYER. 
Now I sit me down in school 

Where praying is against the rule. 
For this great nation under God 
Finds mention of him very odd. 

If Scripture now the class recites, 
It violates the Bill of Rights. 

And any time my head I bow 
Becomes a federal matter now. 

Our hair can be purple, orange or green, 
That’s no offence; it’s a freedom scene. 
The law is specific, the law is precise, 

Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice. 
For praying in a public hall, 

Might offend someone with no faith at all. 
In silence alone we must meditate, 

God’s name is prohibited by the State. 
We’re allowed to cuss and dress like freaks, 
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks. 

They’ve outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible, 
To quote the GOOD BOOK makes me liable. 

We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen, 
And the ‘unwed daddy’  our Senior King. 

It’s ‘inappropriate’ to teach right from wrong, 
We’re taught that such ‘judgement’ do not belong. 

We can get our condoms and birth controls, 
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles. 

But the Ten Commandments are not allowed, 
No word of God must reach the crowd. 

It’s scary here I must confess, 
When chaos reigns the school’s a mess. 

So Lord, this silent plea I make 
Should I be shot; My soul please take. Amen 

For the young people in our Parish being prepared for their First Holy Communion and Confir-
mation: that they will truly know and love the Good Shepherd throughout their lives. R.  
 
For an increase in vocations to the Priesthood, the Diaconate, the Religious life, the Conse-
crated life, that under the guidance of the Holy Spirit they will be inspired to serve the Church 
of the future . R. 
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Fourth week of Easter 

Psalter Week  4 

Market Harborough 

My dear Parishioners, 
This is my 5th letter to you in this time of pandemic. Little did we ever think, when the rumours 
and the scares were first being mentioned, that we would find ourselves in the situation we 
are now in. And of course, when I say “we”, I am referring to the entire world, as viruses have 
no boundaries, no mercy, no pre targeted areas. A global pandemic is truly with us. But all is 
not doom and gloom. We are being reminded of a possible vaccine or whatever, (not 
bleach!!), being tried at this very time. So there is hope in the horizon, there is a light shim-
mering in the darkness, there is a to-morrow, but it’s shape, it’s reality, is now very much a 
waiting game, a prayerful request, a blessed outcome. What we do know for certain is that life 
cannot, and will not, be the same. Change, adaption, a new way forward, a different way to 
many areas of our lives in the past, will be very much the challenge we will all have to face.  
As I prepare this letter for you, having looked at the Readings for Mass this coming Sunday, I 
am reminded that it is “Good Shepherd Sunday”. Good Shepherd Sunday evokes many imag-
es, and especially so, relating to the times in which Jesus lived, and the country side around, 
where shepherds and their flocks were in abundance. It was an everyday scene, familiar to 
every man, woman and child. The shepherd cared for his flock, even if defending them 
against the thieves, the wild beasts, the marauders, meant the loss of their own lives, then 
that they were prepared to do. Complete dedication, to caring, protecting and defending their 
flocks. A very fitting parallel and image, to describe our Good Shepherd, the Good Lord Him-
self, Jesus Christ. That, he has done for us. He laid down his life for each and every one of 
us, so that through his death, we could live for life here on earth and for eternal life with him in 
heaven. We pray, we sing “The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want”. What a 
powerful acclamation of our faith. What a wonderful prayer of confidence and trust  in the 
Lord. 
Good Shepherd Sunday has been, and I presume will continue to be, a day of special prayer 
for vocations to the Priesthood, the Diaconate, the Religious life and the Consecrated life. In 
these changing and challenging times for the Church in the world, that prayer is, of course, 
more important than ever. However our traditional understanding of that prayer must be 
changed somewhat, somehow, some way. Whilst these vocations are essential for the future 
of the Church, they must also be trained, equipped, and suited to serve the needs of the 
church of the future. So our prayer must be to send to the church those vocations, but under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the Church of the future. In the words of Scripture, the 
words of Jesus Himself, where he explains that you don’t put new wine into old wine skins. If 
you do the new will burst the old, and all will be lost. “No”, he says “New wine, new skins”.  

Continued overleaf…. 



So when you pray for vocations, as you must, pray that the vocations will be to meet the 
Church of the future, as guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit. And remember, the Church is 
not a physical building. It is much, much more. It is the “Body of Christ. He is it’s Head”. The 
Church is every man, woman and child, which comprises the Body of Christ. And of course 
we have the assurance of Jesus himself, when he said “that he would be with the Church until 
the end of time”. So hold your heads high. Walk tall in Christ, with Christ and through Christ, 
as we invite him to walk with us each and every day of our lives. 
I finish this letter again by thanking you all for the comfort of your prayers, for the many greet-
ings, good wishes and the many messages received. As you are remembering me at this 
time, please be assured that I am remembering all of you, each and every day. How I wish I 
could visit the sick, the elderly the housebound, as I have been accustomed to do. I miss it so 
much. I celebrate Mass in the house every day. Celebrating Mass on your own is not the ide-
al, but it is such a privilege. Each one of you is in every Mass with me, as I draw you in, unite 
you spiritually in union and communion with the Lord himself. 
Thank God, I’m  feeling well, fit and “rearing to go”. I manage to get a good walk in nearly 
every day. I thoroughly enjoy my walks, which offer such an opportunity for prayer, for reflec-
tion, for enjoying the beauty, the wonder of mother nature, all designed and intended by the 
Great Architect, the Almighty, the One we acclaim and proclaim “Our Father, creator of heav-
en and earth.” Thank you dear God our Father,  for the beauty of creation of heaven and 
earth. Thank you for my birth, my life, for the love of family and friends, for all the wonderful 
things we enjoy in everyday life. And when my journey of life on earth comes to an end, may I 
be worthy to be welcomed into eternal life, to share with the Risen Lord and to live in the com-
pany of the Angels and Saints. 

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCE are offered to Kathleen Grady (a regular at Husbands 
Bosworth) and her family, on the death of her sister Joanna, who died recently at the Leices-
ter Royal Infirmary. A greatly loved sister, 46 years service in nursing, a great and cherished 
family member, has now been called to her eternal reward. May she be given a merciful wel-
come to Paradisum, and share in eternal life and love, in the company and presence of the 
Risen Lord, with the Angels and Saints.  

FURTHER CONDOLENCE are offered to the Smolicz family on the unexpected death of 
brother Peter. Peter was known to many in Harborough for his regular visits to the Har-
borough Health Centre in recent years on his motorised scooter, together with his 2 little dog-
gies. When Peter entered the Health Centre, his little doggies remained on the scooter,  
‘meeting and greeting’ all entering. They were admired and loved by many, myself included. 
Peter, may you now rest in peace free from all pain and suffering. Peter will be buried in Har-
borough cemetery with  his late parents. 

MASS INTENTIONS: The following Mass intentions will be fulfilled by Fr. Owen this week 
(apart from May 5th., 100th. birthday, no particular order). 
The Parishioners;  Personal int.; God’s blessings on Hilda Sheerin on her 100th. birthday – the 
mother of the late Frieda Smith; Joan Ockenden R.I.P. (27th. anniv.); Sheila Barrett R.I.P.; 
Personal int; Personal int. 

OBITUARIES TO  Peter Gibbon and Dr. Andrew Mitchell, God rest their souls, will be in next 
week’s Newsletter. 

SENSITIVE LETTER: A letter from the Diocesan Finance Secretary has been received by all 
parishes in the Diocese. The letter has been sensitively written, aware and empathising with 
many Parishioners, whose jobs may not be there for them, and the resulting consequences 
for many in the future. He also writes about Parish income at this time, with our Church doors 
closed and no public services, no Masses on Sundays, no Parish income. He is fully aware 
that Churches and Church property has to be maintained, that bills will have to be paid etc. 
etc., and all this despite no regular parish income at this time. He realises that many parishes 
may struggle. He has suggested that perhaps Parishioners, who are regular givers to the 
Church plate, either by weekly envelope or by cash directly into the Collection basket, might 
consider, if they are in a position to do so, of paying by  direct debit from their bank account. 
This would ensure a continuous income for the parish on a weekly basis, and would help to 
alleviate the current financial income for the Parish. For those who might like to do so, or to 
consider that possibility, We bank at Lloyds Bank; our Parish Account  no. is 00068953; 
our sort code is: 30 95 47. Thank you for you attention and consideration to this possibility. 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR PARISHIONERS who already contribute by direct 
debit, and to those who have so very kindly dropped their weekly envelope through the Pres-
bytery door. So very much appreciated.  Also a special personal thank you to the Parishioners 
who have already gifted their Easter Offering to me, via the Presbytery door post box. Bless 
you. I’m so grateful to you 

A GREAT RESPONSE : Thank you to those of you who responded to last week’s request for 
suitable material to make “wash bags” for staff at Leicester and Northampton Hospitals. You 
are so kind and thoughtful. This week I can now tell you that 100’s of these bags have been 
made and distributed.  Recipient Hospital staff are so very grateful. 

FURTHER ACTION:  The same team are now busy making RE-USABLE FACE MASKS. 
They can be very easily hand washed and dried after each use. All masks are being made 
from new material. They are being sold at £1 each, with all profit going to a chosen charity. If 
you wish to buy some, please contact Mrs. Maggie Lane on Harborough 461909. 

SOME PRAYERS FOR THIS GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY -------  
RESPONSE : GOOD SHEPHERD, HEAR AND ANSWER OUR PRAYER 
 
For the Bishops, the shepherds of the Church: that they will be filled with zeal, and have the 
heart of Christ the Good Shepherd ….Response 
 
For those who have gone astray like sheep: that they will hear the voice of the Good Shep-
herd, the guardian of their souls. R. 
 

Continued overleaf... 


